Playing By Ear – April 2015


Everyone can play by ear with: Confidence, practice, and willingness to make mistakes.
Steps

1. Listen

2. Find the Key

3. Identify chords in the key 
4. DO it!

Listen:  Listen to the song and try to hear when there is a chord change.

Often the melody shifts up or down.

Chords are harmony – the chord changes in order to harmonize with the melody.

By practicing you will get better at identifying the I, IV and V chords

Find the key: first note of the melody will most likely be the 1 or the 5 of the scale (key) Scale and Key are the same thing. 

Identify the chords in the key:

Circle of 5ths – your best friend:  Major chords in a key I, IV, V
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Begin with the major chords in a key and likely patterns: 

I, IV, V7, I – Jamaica Farewell, King of the Road
I, IV, I V7 – Home on the Range, Charlie and the MTA
I, V7, I, IV – Sloop John B, If You’re Happy and You Know It
You have to decide when to change. 
Stay on a chord until you can’t stand it.
As you practice, patterns will begin to emerge and you will hear the chords better. 
The I7 chord -  is often used as a transition from the I to the 4. It creates tension, restlessness and then resolves to the IV (which is the I of the C7) 
Like in Sloop John B: I, V, I,(I7), IV…….
Will the Circle Be Unbroken I, (I7) IV, ……
12 bar blues – some songs:
The Twist

Mustang Sally
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Do It: 
For next week:

Practice as many 2 and 3 chords songs on the list as you can. Look for the patterns. 

Learn at least 2, pocket songs of your own. Choose your favorite. 
Learn 2 pocket songs for class:

Happy Birthday (C) You Are My Sunshine (G)
Strum – Work on up-beats.  What is the sound you want? And the emphasis? 
Aim to work on at least 3-4 strums that you vary. 
