Ukulele Strum Patterns

1. All downbeats — Single strum

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D D
2.Downbeats and upbeats — Double strum

1|+ 2|+ 3 [+ (+]1|+|2|+|3|+|a|+]1|+|2[+[3[+|a[+11]+]2]¢[3+]2 [+
DU bDjubjuipjujpju/pju/ipjuipjujpj/u/ipjujp(u/piulplulpiulpiulDplu
3. One measure downbeats, one measure up and downbeats

1 2 3 4 1|+ 2 (+(3|+|4(+]1 2 3 4 1[4+ 2|+|3 |+|4 |+
D D D D DU D UDI|UDI|UID D D DIUDIUD|UDI|U
4. Split the measure

1 2 3|+|{4|+]1 2 3|+ 4|+]1 2 3+ 4 [+]1 2 3|+ 4|+
D D D|U/D|UID D D|U/D|UJD D D(U/D|U]JD D D|U/D|U
. Emphasize the 1 downbeat

1 2 |+|3 |+|4|+]1 2|+ 3|+ 4 |+]1 2|+ 3 [+ 4 |+]1 2|+ 3|+ 4 |+
D d|ujd|u|/d|u]D d|ujdu{diujD d|u/djujd|u}jD d|ujdiu/d|u
6. Emphasize the 2 downbeat

1(+| 2 S+ 4 |+]1 |+ 2 S|+|4(+]1[|+ 2 3|+/4 |(+]1|+|2 3 |+|4 |+
d|u|D d|u/d|ujd|u|D dju/dju]jd|u|/D dlu/diujd(u|D d|u/d|u
7. Latin strum

1 2 |+ + 4 |+] 1 2 |+ + 4 [+ 1 2 |+ +| 4 |+] 1 2 |+ +| 4 |+
D D |u ujd|(ujD D |u u/dujD D|u u/d|ujD D |u u/d|u
8. Variation on #7 — syncopated strum

1 2 |+ +| 4 1 2 |+ +| 4 1 2 |+ +| 4 1 2 |+ + 4
D D |u u/d D D |u u/d D D |u u/d D D|u u/d

Another variation on #7

1|+ 2|+ +| 4 |+] 1|+ 2|+ + 4 |+]1|+|2 |+ +| 4 (+]1|+|2 |+ + 4 |+
Diu/d|u u/diujD|u/d|u u/d{ulD|u|d|u u/d|ujDu/d|u u/d|u
10. Country strum

1 2 |+|3 4 |+] 1 2 |+|3 4 (+] 1 2 (+|3 4 |+] 1 2 |+| 3 4 |+
D D |U|D D|UJD D|UD D|UJD D|U|D D |UJD DU D DU
11. Offbeat single strum
- - - - - + + + + + - - - - - +
) U U 1) U U 1) 1) ) U ) U ) U U U

12. Offbeat single strum - variation

1|+ - - +1 1|+ + 4 +11 |+ + + +1 1|+ 4 S S
D|U U U UiD|U U U UiD|U 1) U UjD|u U U U
13. Bo Diddley strum — 2 measures

1 +| 3 4 2 3 1 +| 3 4 2 3

D U/ D D D D D U/ D D D D
14. Brazillian strum — 2 measures

1 2 3|+ + +| 3 4 1 2 3|+ + E + 3 4
D D D |U U U Ui D D D D D |U U ) ) D




